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Year 4 – The Maya Civilisation 

 
Rationale: This unit of work will teach your class all about the ancient Maya civilisation. The children will learn who the 
ancient Maya people were and where and when they lived. They will use maps and atlases to locate Maya cities and identify 
countries in Mesoamerica. In addition to this they will learn about the religious beliefs and rituals of the ancient Maya people 
and find out more about some of the many gods they worshipped. The children will also learn about the Maya number 
system and have the opportunity to read and write Maya numbers and solve number problems. They will learn about the 
Maya writing system too and practise writing words using logograms and syllabograms in the hieroglyphic style of the ancient 
Maya people.  

Pre-unit task: What do we know? KWL Grid/task 
Attention Grabber: The Ancient Maya E Book (teacher made) (twinkl.co.uk) 
Learning Objectives:  
· Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of world history, establishing clear narratives within and 
across the periods they study by learning about the Maya civilisation and understanding who they were and when and where 
they lived. 
· Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information by 
learning about the religious beliefs and practices of the Maya people and the gods they believed in. 
· Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources and that different versions of past events 
may exist, giving some reasons for this by identifying and using sources of evidence to learn about the Maya cities and some 
of the people who explored and documented them. 
· Regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference and 
significance through learning about the Mayan writing system 
· Note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms by learning about the 
food the ancient Maya people ate and its religious and cultural significance 

Overview:  
Lesson 1: Meeting the Maya - I can discover facts about the Maya civilisation 
and explain who the Maya people were 
Lesson 2: Religion and Gods - I can explain the religious beliefs of the Maya 
people, understand how they worshipped, name some of the main gods 
Lesson 3: Maya Number System - I can understand how the Maya number 
system works. 
Lesson 4: Mayan Writing - I can explain what the Mayan writing system 
consists of, how words are constructed and what codices are. 
Lesson 5: Food - • I can describe a range of foods that were eaten by the 
ancient Maya people and explain why certain foods were particularly 
significant. 

Cross Curricular Links  
 

Resources  
Access to books/internet for research, 
Ingredients for recipes (optional) 

Impact/Assessment  
Most Children will: • Explain different ritual elements of the ancient Maya religion and describe some of the main gods in 
greater detail. • Read and write larger numbers, combining some syllabograms to create glyph blocks and write some words. 
• Research and provide some of their own ideas about the significance of corn and chocolate 
Less Able Children will: • Say where the ancient Maya people lived, naming some major features and cities in them. • Know 
some of the main Maya gods and what they represented. • Read and write some basic Maya numbers, explaining what 
syllabograms and logograms are. 
More Able Children will: • Demonstrate a full understanding of ancient Maya culture and history by composing their own 
historically valid accounts about different aspects of the Maya civilisation, through asking and answering historically valid 
questions. • Explain how the number and writing system works in more detail, be able to use Maya numbers to complete 
sums and write words using the Mayan syllabary by choosing suitable syllabograms to create their own glyph blocks 

 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-h-4340-the-ancient-maya-ebook

