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Year 6 – Ancient Egypt 

 
Rationale: In order to address the skills and knowledge as outlined in the national curriculum and the St James’ Progression 
of Skills: History document. The topic of The Ancient Egyptians is age appropriate for Year 5/6 and helps the children gain an 
understanding of the past in this country, the world around them, the achievements of the earliest civilizations and develop a 
good sense of chronology and where events in the past fit into the greater timeline. 
Pre-unit task: What do we know? KWL Grid/task 
Attention Grabber: What do we know? We are planning an expedition to ancient Egypt but we need to find out what we can 
about what we might expect. 
Learning Objectives:  
· Continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of world history, stablishing clear narratives 
within and across the periods they study by learning about where and when the ancient Egyptians lived. 
· Regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and 
significance by learning about the daily lives of many ancient Egyptian people. 
· Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information by 
learning the about the mummification process used by the ancient Egyptians. 
· Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources and that different versions of past events 
may exist, giving some reasons for this by learning about the discovery of the tomb of Tutankhamun.  
· Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information by 
distinguishing information about the different gods. 

Overview:  
Lesson 1: What were the achievements of the earliest 
civilisations? 
Lesson 2: Why was the Nile important to Ancient Egyptians? 
Lesson 3: What was the significance of hieroglyphs? 
Lesson 4: What is known about why and how the Great 
Pyramids were built? 
Lesson 5: What does the mummification process tell us about 
the Ancient Egyptians? 
Lesson 6: How significant was Howard Carter’s discovery of 
Tutankhamun’s tomb? 
Lesson 7: What was the significance and impact of 
Cleopatra’s reign? 

Cross Curricular Links  
English – instruction, writing own version of a story and 
writing Howard Carter’s diary entry 
Geography use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 
describe features studied 

Resources  
Resources (found in History Cupboard), book packs and 
internet, hieroglyphic alphabet, cartouche template, 
images from British Museum. 

Impact/Assessment  
Most Children will: Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of world history. Establishing clear 
narratives within and across the periods they study by learning about where and when the ancient Egyptians lived through 
looking at maps and artefacts and select information about mummification and Egyptian gods carefully when learning these 
areas. 
Less Able Children will: Understand what was important to people during ancient Egyptian times, compare the powers of 
different Egyptian gods, find Egypt on a map and raise questions when confronted with an artefact in order to understand 
more about this ancient civilisation and select information that is useful in understanding the use of hieroglyphs as a form of 
communication and recording. 
More Able Children will: Address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and 
difference, and significance by learning about the daily lives of many ancient Egyptian people, construct informed responses 
that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information, understand how evidence can give us 
different answers about the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb, noting connections, contrasts and trends over time and 
developing the appropriate use of historical terms such as BC/AD, civilisation and artefact. 

 


